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SENATE BILL 1517  

By  Burchett 

 

 
AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 38 

and Title 39, relative to autopsies. 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE: 

 SECTION 1.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 38-7-119, is amended by designating 

the existing language of subsection (a) as subdivision (1) and by adding the following language 

as a new subdivision (a)(2): 

(2)  No person shall distribute, publish or otherwise disseminate any autopsy 

materials, including, but not limited to, photographs or videos, without the written 

consent of the next of kin or personal representative in the order established pursuant to 

subsection (c)(1)(A), or unless such use is consistent with the provisions of subdivision 

(c)(1)(B), (c)(1)(C) or (c)(1)(D). 

SECTION 2.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 38-7-119, is amended by deleting 

subsection (f) in its entirety and by substituting instead the following: 

(f)   

(1)  A violation of subsection (a)(1) is a Class A misdemeanor punishable 

by fine only. 

(2)  A violation of subsection (a)(1) is a Class A misdemeanor punishable 

by fine or imprisonment if the chief medical examiner, a county medical 

examiner, coroner or pathologist, or an agent or employee of the chief medical 

examiner, a county medical examiner, coroner or pathologist, receives 

compensation or other thing of value as an inducement to violate this section.  

(3)  A violation of subsection (a)(2) is a Class A misdemeanor. 

 SECTION 3.  This act shall take effect July 1, 2009, the public welfare requiring it. 


